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HI-DESERT NATURE MUSEUM 

¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

§ Mission Statement  

§ History of the HDNM  

§ The Hi-Desert Nature Museum Today  

§ Organizational Values and Vision  

§ Planning Process  

§ Summary of Strategic Goals  

§ Strategic Plan 2024 -2028 

 Goal 1: Develop Meaningful Experiences for  

      Museum Visitors  

 Goal 2: Increase Community Partnerships   

      Through Engagement & Collaboration  

 Goal 3: Focused Museum Collection Curation  

 Goal 4: Update HDNM Facilities, Equipment,  

      and Branding  
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aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum is dedicated to the process of education by exploring the 

natural, artistic, and cultural heritage of the Morongo Basin and High Desert.  The Museum 

seeks to inspire wonder, discovery, understanding, and responsibility in its community and 

visitors through exhibitions, programs, and collections in the arts, history, and natural 

sciences.  
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IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƛ-5ŜǎŜǊǘ bŀǘǳǊŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

In the spring of 1964, Parks & 

Recreation District Community 

Services Director Jerry Moore 

placed a newspaper ad seeking 

public ideas for new community 

programs.  Evelyn Conklin and 

her father Percy òSlimó Conklin 

responded with their idea for a 

new nature museum.  Hence, the 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum was 

born with its doors opening in 

October of 1964.     

Operated through the County of San Bernardino Parks & 

Recreation Division, the 800 sq. ft. Hi -Desert Nature Museum in 

Jacobs Park was established primarily with items from Curator 

Evelyn Conklinõs personal nature collection.  Over the years, 

the museumõs collection grew through generous donations 

from the community.  At the museumõs opening, a museum 

auxiliary was established by long -time resident Camilla 

Hudson to help support the museum.  This auxiliary became 

the Museum Association in 1969 and helped bridge the 

financial gap needed to operate the museum.  

In 1973, the HDNM moved to its current location, a 3,200 sq ft 

building at the newly constructed Yucca Valley Community 

Center.   The museum was expanded yet again in 1989 with a 

room addition to house local animal taxidermy specimens in 

diorama settings.   With the Town of Yucca Valleyõs 

incorporation in 1991, the HDNM was enveloped by the 

Townõs Community Services Division and funded through the 

Town of Yucca Valleyõs discretionary General Fund.  Evelyn 

Conklin served as Curator of the Hi -Desert Nature Museum for 

28 years, retiring in 1992.   
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In Fall of 2023, the Yucca Valley Town Council 

awarded Evelyn the òSpirit of Yucca Valleyó 

Award for her tremendous cultural contribution 

to town residents, with museum staff presenting 

the award to her in her home.  She passed away 

on July 2, 2024.   

Many of Evelynõs contributions to the Hi-Desert 

Nature Museum are still evident today.  From its 

opening, visitors would come to the museum to 

identify and research local minerals, flora and 

fauna, including wildflowers, insects, and reptiles.  

Evelyn also established the mini -zoo which 

included several different animal species 

including snakes and lizards.      

Local artists have been celebrated at the 

museum since its inception.  A dedicated 

rotating exhibit space highlights the lives and 

works of these artists,  including Kirk Martin, Henry 

Mockel, Howard Pierce, Mark Junge, and many 

more.    
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¢ƘŜ Iƛ-5ŜǎŜǊǘ bŀǘǳǊŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ¢ƻŘŀȅ 

In October 2024, the Hi -Desert Nature Museum celebrated its 60th anniversary.  Currently, 

the museum is comprised of three main sections: a rotating exhibit space, a natural history 

room, and a cultural/history exhibit room.   

The museumõs temporary exhibit space changes every eight to twelve weeks, with a wide 

range of exhibit topics including art, history, culture, science, and childrenõs  interactive 

summer exhibits.  Every spring, the museum hosts an immensely popular annual community -

curated recycled artwork exhibition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors will also find a natural history room which displays geology, insect, and fossil 

collections, as well as a desert diorama wall highlighting the flora and fauna of the High 

Desert.  In the cultural/history area of the museum, live animals can be viewed in the mini -

zoo, and culture and history exhibits spotlight local Native American tribes, mining, 

homesteading, and points of  interest throughout the Morongo Basin.  A dedicated 

childrenõs area also allows children to immerse themselves in imaginative play. 
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The museumõs current programming 

schedule provides educational workshops 

and lectures for children and adults on a 

variety of topics as well as childrenõs summer 

camps.  Recent programming has included 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Math) workshops for children ages 9 -14, 

a òMinerals: Elements of Artó paint night for 

adults, an Earth Day Recycled Art Card 

Workshop for all ages, and four weeks of 

science and art -based childrenõs summer 

camps.  

In addition to educational programming, the museum hosts special events throughout the 

year, including free exhibit -themed fun days for community members of all ages.  Spring 

2024 events included a Wild West Pioneer Celebration in May and a transportation -themed 

family fun day in June.  Activities at these free events included educational crafts, historical 

skill demonstrations, games, and food.  

Field trips and tours are offered to visitors free of charge, and the museum staff provide 

presentations to local schools and homeschooling cohorts, scouting groups, church 

organizations, community organizations, and senior clubs.  

In addition to the scheduled exhibits, educational programs, and events, the Hi -Desert 

Nature Museum welcomes visitors from all over the United States and the world to explore 

the rich local culture, history, and natural science of the Morongo Basin.  In 2023, the 

museum welcomed over fifteen thousand visitors.  


